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Mrs. Laura Bush Designates the Portland neighborhood a Preserve America Community 

WASHINGTON, DC—Louisville’s Portland neighborhood was honored today when Mrs. Laura Bush designat-
ed it among the Nation’s newest Preserve America communities. Portland is the first neighborhood of Louisville 
to receive this designation.

“Preserve America communities demonstrate that they are committed to preserving America’s heritage while 
ensuring a future filled with opportunities for learning and enjoyment,” Mrs. Bush said. “This community desig-
nation program, combined with the Preserve America Presidential Awards and Federal support, provides strong 
incentives for continued preservation of our cultural and natural heritage resources. I commend the Portland 
neighborhood and its leaders for their commitment to preserving an important part of our Nation’s historic past 
for visitors, neighbors, and, most importantly, for children.”

Judy Schroeder, President of Portland NOW and Nathalie Andrews, Executive Director of Portland Museum 
received a letter of designation signed by Mrs. Bush, First Lady of the United States and Honorary Chair of Pre-
serve America, that Portland is now a Preserve America Community. The Preserve America initiative is a new 
White House effort to encourage and support community efforts for the preservation and enjoyment of Ameri-
ca’s priceless cultural and natural heritage. The goals of the initiative include: a greater shared knowledge about 
the Nation’s past; strengthened regional identities and local pride; increased local participation in preserving the 
country’s cultural and natural heritage assets; and, support for the economic vitality of our communities.

Communities designated through the program receive national recognition for their efforts. Other benefits 
include appropriate use of the Preserve America logo on signs and promotional materials; notification to me-
dia, State tourism offices, and visitor bureaus; and listing in a Web-based directory to showcase preservation 
efforts and highlight heritage tourism destinations. Portland is now also eligible to apply for grants under the 
Preserve America Grants Program administered by the Department of the Interior. These matching fund grants 
of $20,000 to $150,000 go on a competitive basis to heritage tourism initiatives, promotion and marketing pro-
grams, and interpretive/educational initiatives involving historic resources.

“You are pioneers in this initiative, which shows just how proud the people of Portland are of their city, State 
and their place in our Nation’s history,” Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton said. “Each community’s unique 
and diverse stories are part of the larger chapter of American heritage, culture and values. It is by visiting and 
experiencing these special places that we have an opportunity to touch the past, and can best understand how 
the past touches us.”

The Department of the Interior partners with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to administer the 
Preserve America Community program on behalf of the Office of the First Lady. For more information and up-
dates on the initiative, please visit www.PreserveAmerica.gov.

The Portland Museum is an educational resource that collects, preserves, exhibits, interprets and enhances the culture and heritage of Portland, a 
neighborhood of Louisville, KY. The Museum, an independent not for profit, is supported in part by funds from the Kentucky Arts Council, a state 
agency in the Commerce Cabinet, with support from the National Endowment for the Arts.    


